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THE BIBLE DOCTRINE CONCERNING HELL. 


c [concLUDED FRoM PAGE 346.] 


We shall not quote any thing from the Apocrypha, as being 
of divine authority, nevertheless, as it must be admitted that 
these writings are very ancient, and although not found in the 

- Hebrew, yet it is evident that part of these books, at least, if 
not the whole, were originally written in that language; and 
being contained in the Septuagint, they will show in what 
sense the word 2s, and of course the word sugoL was used 
when these books were written. I say of course the word 
sheol, for the LX X almost invariably render that word eéys. 
The later these books can be supposed to have been written, 

. ‘the better they will answer the purpose for which the follow- 

° ing selections are made, which is to state all that they say in 
regard to hell, or the mansion of the dead ; and to show what 
ideas the writers connecied with the word they used for that 
purpose. ; 

2 Esd. ii. 29. My hands shall cover thee so that thy chil- 
dren shall not see hell. S. [the whole bock is wanting]. L. 
ne tormenta experiantur, shall not experience torment. 

iv.8. I never went down into the deep, nor as yet 
into hell, neither did I ever climb up into heaven. L. sepul- 


chrum. 








41. In the grave, the chambers of souls are like the 
womb of a woman: for like as ......... so do these places make 
haste to deliver those things that are committed unto them. 


L. sepulchro. ; 
A viii. 5S, and corruption is fled into hell to be for- 


gotten. L. Sepulchrum. 
Vou. II. Yy 
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Tob. iii. 10, and I shall bring his old age with sorrow unte 
the grave. 5S. es ‘edov. lL. sepulchrum. 

: iii. 2. he Jeadeth down to hell and bringeth up again. 
S. «05 dy». L. deducit ad inferos et reducit, he bringeth 
down to hell (the shades below) and bringeth up. 

Iisther xiii. 7. may in one day with violence go into the 
erave, and so ever hereafter cause our affairs to be well settled, 
and without trouble. S.[the wholeis wanting]. L. sepulchrum. 

Wisd. xvii. 14. But they [the Egyptians] sleeping the same 
sleep that night, which was indeed intolerable, and which 
came upon them out of the bottom of inevitable hell. S. «x 
wdovg tov edov, lL, ex infernt intolerabilis, from the intoler- 
able shades below. | 

Eccl. xiv. 12. the covenant of the grave is not shewed unto 
thee. S. 2dov. L,. sepulchro. 

-—— i6. there is no seeking of daintiesin the grave. S. ¢ 
adov, IL. sepulchro. 

xvii. 27. Who shall praise the Most High in the 
grave, instead of them which live and give thanks. S. Wy 
edov. I. sepulchro. 

xxi. 10. ‘The way ofsinners is made plain with stones, 
but at the end thereof is the pit of hell. S.‘gdov. Li. mortis 
fovea, pit cf death. 

-——— xxviii. 18.. Many have fallen by the edge of the 
sword: but not'so many as have fallen by the tongue—21. The 
death thereof is ‘an evil death, the grave were better than it. 
S. 0 ‘edas. L. sepulchrum. 

xli. 4. there is no inquisition in the grave, whether 
these have lived ten, or an hundred, or a thousand years. 5S. 
sy ‘edov. LL. Non est in sepulchro incusatio vite, there is no 
blaming (or accusing) the manner of living in the grave. 

—— li. 5,6. And hast delivered me, according to the mul- 
titude of thy mercies and greatness of thy name, from the 
depth of the belly of hell, from an unclean tongue, and from 
lying words....my soul drew near even unto death, my life was 
near to the hell beneath. S. ‘¢d00. L. profundi ventre, the 
belly of the deep....propinqua sepuichro inferno, near to the 
grave beneath. 

Bar. iii. 11. Thou art counted with them that go down into 
the grave. S. e:¢ ‘adov. L. sepulchro. 

Dan. iii. 66. (Cruden) for he hath delivered us from hell. 
S. «Z‘edovu. L. [wanting.] This is also wanting in some 
English copies. 

‘2 Mac. vi. 23. and willed them straightways to send him to 
the grave. S. ess rev ‘adxy. LL. sepulchra. 
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RECAPITULATION. The word ‘xw sheol, is uniformly ren- 
dered ‘20s hades by the LXX, except in two passages, 2 San. 
XXil. 6, Prov. xxiii. 14, where it is rendered Savares death. 
These can hardly be supposed a different translation cf the 
word, but rather acifferent reading in the original copy made 
use of by the LXX; and if'so, we may safely conclude that 
they invariably rendered the Heb. siteol, by the Gr. hades, 
whieh, when applied to any thing after death, means nothing 
less nor more than the unseen place (or siate) of the dead.* 
Lhis word is uniformly rendered sepulchrum, (that is, the grave, 
tomb, or sepulehre,) by the learned Tremellius, (who was a 
Jew by birth, and professor of Hebrew at Sedan, where he 
died, in 1580, the same year his Latin Bible was printed;) ex- 
eept one single instance, Ps. xlix. 14, last clause. where he 
rendered it infernus ; i, ec. hell; and has endeavoured to justify 
the deviation by a notes in which, after acknowledging that 
the word “in very many passages of scripture signifies the 
common place (or receptacle) of the dead,” he says, ** We 
however, in this place have given it an acceptation, which we 
conceive to be best adapted to the subject, to the ordinary 
course of the judgments of God, and to the-antithesis which 
follows.’ Now, let any one examine the subject, (that is, the 
Psalm,) both in relation to what goes before, as well as what 
follows after, and he will find nothing in it, nor yet in the or- 
dinary course of the judgments of God, to justify the common 
notion of fell; and our translators’ were so well aware of. this, 
that they rendered the word, in all three of the ptaces wiicre it 
is used in this Psalm, the grave. ‘Vhe French version ts not 
quite so uniform as the Latin; but the word enfer, 1. c. hell, as 
a translation of the Heb. sheol, is found barely once, Job. xi. 
8, where it is in the plural number, and has no relation what- 
ever to the dead, but is contrasted with the height of heaven. It 
is twice rendered abime, i. ¢. abyss, or the deep, and once itis 
paraphrased. See Deut. xxxii.22. Inthe German, according 
to Luther, it is uniformly rendered halle, hell, except where 
the word was used by good old Jacob, or in relation to him, 
Gen. xxxvii. 35, xlii. 38, xliv. 31, where it is rendered grube, 
which is applied in a general sense, to any hole or cavity in the 
earth. In 2 Sam. xxii. 6, the German follows the Septuagint, 
and therefore reads the pangs of death, instead of the pangs af 
hell. i 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the New Testament, or the 
Apocrypha; for if the doctrine of an endless hell, ov any hell 


assigned as a place of torment to tie wicked in another we Id, 
‘int, where shcol is found 
yn; Job xxiv. 19, Proy 


7 


* A few.of the passages are wanting in the Septuay 
in the Hebrew, as will be perceived by the comparison ; 
xxx. 16, Ezek. xxxii. 21. 















































+) 
y Voy] 


Opinions of Foreign Jews. 


cannot be proven by all that is written in the law’and the pro- 
phets, it will hardly be supposed that such an awful calamity 
was left to be unfolded by the good news, yea, the glad tidings 
of the gospel. Ifour opponents, therefore, have now any thing 
more to say on this subject, let them mect us fairly, on the 
ground which we have taken ; and with all their learning, as- 
sisted by universities and colleges, let them overturn, if they 
can, this plain statement of facts, which we have presented to 
them from the scriptures alone, unassisted by those advan- 
tages of which they can boast. 

Thus we have gone through with what we proposed: and here 
we may venture to take leave of the subject. What we have 
given is a mere statement of facts which cannot be overturned ; 
and we will now venture to say, that, to those who will take the 
trouble to compare al] that we have stated on this subject, (and 
the trouble to compare these passages, being now presented at 
one view, Will be but very little in comparison te what it has 
been to examine the scriptures, in so many different languages, 
and to collate the matter here presented to the reader,) any 
clergyman must appear, if not very wicked, at least very 
foolish, to attempt to make out the common notion of a burn- 
ing hell in another world, from any passage in the Bible 
where the word is found. And if what we have written shall 
be the means (as we hope it will) of saving many, perhaps 
thousands, from such horrific forebodings as is too generally 
taught by human creeds, we shall feel ourselves well rewarded 
for all our labours, Reader, we bid thee an affectionate adieu. 








FROM THE WESTERN MONITOR.. 


OPINIONS OF FOREIGN JEWS. 
Extracted from the Journal of Mr. Fisk, Missionery to Palestine. 


The most interesting part of my labours in Alexandria, has 


Been among the Jews. I have become particularly acquaint- 


ed with three. One of them is Dr. M. who was brother Par- 
son’s physician. He is a native of Germany, but has been 
many years in this place. He is reputed skilful in his profes- 
sion, is one af the Pasha’s physicians, and is a man of extensive 
learning and very respectable talents. He has a library of 
about 2000 volumes, among which are the Scriptures in dif- 
ferent languages, and several valuable theological works. 
He showed me the writings of Eusebius, and spoke of them as 
highly valuable. He has also the works of several of the 
Christian fathers. 
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We entered into conversation concerning the Jews. He 
Says there are about four hundred in this place. Their lan- 
guage is Arabic; they read Hebrew, but understand very lite 
tle of it, and are exceedingly ignorant, barbarous and super- 
stitious. I then said, ¢ They are still waiting for the Messiah. 
He replied, ‘ Yes, but they care very little about the Messiah 
that has come, or any one that will come. hey might easily 
be hired to consent that there never should be a Messiah.’ 
Speaking of the Talmud, which he studied a long time, while 
young, he said, * It isa perfect Babel, a confusion of language, 
a confusion of logic, theology, and every thing else. Ina 
whole volume, you will scarcely find twelve sentences worth 
reading.’ I observed, * No pretended Messiah has now ap- 
peared for a long time.’ ¢ And I hope,’ said he, * none ever 
will appear. In Europe it would be impossible for one to suc- 
ceed, he would soon be detected. In this country he would 
probably lose his head immediately. If any monarch should 
now undertake to assemble the Jews, they could not live toge- 
ther. The Jews of Germany, of England, of France, of Spain 
and of Asia, differ so much, that they would not tolerate cach 
other. The way to make Jews Christians, is to give them the 
privileges of citizens, and let them intermarry with Chris- 
tians. If Bonaparte had reigned 50 years, there would have 
been no Jews in France. All would have been blended with 
the other citizens.’ For himself, he says frankly, that he dees 
not believe in any revelation, though he thinks it would be very 
inconsistent with the goodness of God to punish any of his 
creatures for ever, and therefore believes that all will ulti- 
mately be happy. 

One day I asked him, ¢ © hat is your opinion of the Messiah?’ 
‘ For myself,’ said he, ‘I do not think a Messiah ever did 
come, or ever will come; but I wish others to entertain their 


own opinions about it. My wife is strong in her belief of 


Judaism. Her idea is, that religion consists in keeping Satur- 
day, and not eating pork. He says the Jews are very strict 
in their adherence to Scripture rules, in respect to meats and 
drinks and days, with many additions of the Talmud. It is 
literally true, that in order to kill.a fowl according to law, 
one must be a learned man. 

He speaks of the Gospel as containing very,sublime morali- 
ty, and of Jesus Christ as holding a high rank, and possessing 
a most unexceptionable character, when viewed as a lawgiver, 
and the founder of a sect; and says the stories in the ‘Talmud 
concerning him are ridiculous and absurd beyond all concep- 
tion. He one day took up a Hebrew Testament, and turned 
to the sermon on the mount, and said, ‘This is excellent.— 
This would be good to read to the people every day.’ 
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Tone day asked his opinion concerning the plural names of 
God in Hebrew. He says it is merely an idiom of the language. 
Elohim is used in reference to the character of God as Judge; 
and hence the same term is applied to human magistrates. Je- 
hovah refers to God as the object of adoration; and hence the 
superstition of the Jews in respect to pronouncing that name, 
which leads them to substitute Lord instead of it. Several Jews 
with whom Ihave conversed, have all given the same opinion on 
this point. 

He gave me, one day, a most horrible picture of the state of 
morals in this country, particularly among the Turks and Ma- 
melukes. The most unnatural crimes are committed without 
shame, and almost without any attempt of concealment.— 
Among the nominal Christians of this country, he says, there 
is no mortality; and assigns as the reason of this, that mora- 
lity is never found among slaves. 

Another Jew, with whom I have had frequent conversations, 
is an aged man, named Jacob.—Though he is 62 years old, 
and in consequence of an ophthalmia, has been eight years 
blind, he is still the head master in the Jewish school of forty 
children. He thinks the whole number of Jews in this town 
is six or seven hundred. I one day went with him to visit the 
largest of the two synagogues which the Jews have in the city, 
and then to his school. His assistant was sitting on a sheep 

skin, spread on the floor, with about 30 boys on the floor 
around him, with their Hebrew books. 

‘ The Jews,’ he says, ¢ believe that a Messiah is to come when 
God pleases; but no man can tell when. He is eapected every 
moment. Though a mere man he will be a great prophet; yet 
as a prophet, by no means superior to Moses. ‘The Jews, he 
supposes, will return to Judea: their worship will be restored 
as in the time of David, all the world will embrace their reli- 
gion, and the Messiah will be king, over them all; or, ifthere 
are other kings, he will be Emperor, and all kings will be 
subject to him. When [urged that the Messiah was to be the 
son of David, but that now the descendants of David are not 
known from other Jews, he admitted that even the distinction 
of tribes is lost, but said, ¢ the Messiah will be known by the 
miracles he will perform.” 

He gave it asthe opinion of the Jews, that there will be a ge- 
neral resurrection, and a future state of retribution—all good 
men, whether Jews, Christians, Mussulmans, or Pagans, will 
be happy 3 the wicked of all nations will wander in perplexity 
and pain, till they have eapiated their crimes by their sufferings. 
T enquired if all are to be finally happy. To this question, put 
in many different terms, he uniformly answered ¢ yes :’? and then 
asked me for my opinion on, this point. I told him, ‘the Ges- 
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pel teaches that good men will be happy for ever, and wicked 
-Inen for ever be unhappy.’ He then said, ‘ we believe too, 
that some who have committed great crimes, will never come 
to their rest, but be left for ever wandering in woe.’ 

In reading Hebrew, I pronounced the word Jehovah. Te 
was evidently affected by it, at the moment, and afterwards 
assured me, that it made him tremble to hear that name. I 
inquired, why the Jews did not pronounce that, as well as the 
other names of God, but could get no intelligible answer, ex- 
cept that, when the temple was standing, no man was allowed 
to pronounce it but the high priest. He would sometimes lis- 
ten to what I had to say respe:ting Christianity, but manifest- 
ed no disposition to consider the subject, and seemed strongly 
attached to all his Jewish ideas. 


see a wernltenpene 





» om 





FROM THE BOSTON UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


MR. TURNER’S DISCOURSE. 


A Book has been lately published in Charlestown, Mass. 
entitled—* A discourse, delivered at the Universalist Mecting 
House, in Charlestown, on Lord’s day evening, Feb. 23, 1823. 
By Edward Turner.” 

This discourse was designed by the author, to vindicate the 
doctrine of limited punishment, in another world, for crimes 
committed, and not repented of in the present life. 

The author states, that the doctrine has been held by a large 
majority of those who believed in the final salvation of all men, 
since the days of the apostles.—This we acknowledge, and 
the same was held by the heathen priests and philosophers, long 
before the birth of Christ, which proves, that it belongs to the 
heathen mythology, a doctrine which these men, with the Ro- 
man Catholics embrace, calling it Purgatory. Uad Mr. is 
been as well furnished with scripture testimony, as with the 
testimony of the men he has mentioned, no one would have 
doubted the truth of what he has published. Mr. ‘Tl’. knowing 
no such thing to be plainly recorded in the scriptures, 1s 
brought into a great strait. gt aes 

The most remarkable part of this discourse, and which is 
chiefly to be noticed here, is recorded in page 8th, in the fol- 
lowing words :— y 

‘© You will perhaps expect that we shall adduce many a 
tures to support this doctrine, or as supposins they vag ops rw 
There are, however, but few if any heer ne which can be sub- 
stantially proved by particular scriptures. tris | 
Had this ratte been from the pen of a Catholic in favor 
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of Purgatory ;—from a Trinitarian, in favour of three persotis: 
being one person—-or from an Hopkinsian, who teaches that: 
God is the author of sin, it would be ne more than what might: 
be expected. But for a man, who depends on the scriptures: 
to prove the salvation of all men; for such a man to teil the 
public that, * but few if any of t the doctrines can be substantially 
proved by particular scriptures ;” is what we did not expect. 

We were once persuaded better things of hin, and things that 
acco pany salvation; though we now thus speak. 

If the ditierent parts of the doctrine of Christ cannot be 
substantially proved by ** particular scriptures ;’’ what have 
we to prove them by? Give this up, that the doctrine is meant, 
though not * to be substantially proved from particular scrip- 
tures,” an! Crigen’s double sense of scripture may be at once 
introduced, and any thing we wish is true, according to the 
scriptures, though it cannot * be substantially proved by par- 
ticular scriptures ;’°—or though it is not named in the bible. 

We beldly contradict Mr. 'T.’s assertion, and say, that 
whatever cannot be substantially proved by ** particular scrip- 
tures,” ts not the doctrine of the scriptures. 

Do the Scriptures teach that there is one God? Yes. Can 
this be ** substantially proved by particular scriptures ?”” It 
surely can. ‘* Hear O Israel, the ‘Lord thy God is one Lord.’” 
« ‘L'o us there is one God the Father.” © There is one God, 
and one Mediator,” &c. 

Is Jesus Christ the Saviour of the World 2 Yes.—Can_ this 
be substantially proved by particular scriptures ? It can. 
‘* We know, that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world.” We have seen, and do testify, that the Father sent 
the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” 

Will sin and transgression ever have an end? This is a 
scripture doctrine. Can it be substantially proved by parti- 
cular scriptures? Certainly. To finish transgressions, and 
make an end of sins,”? Daniel ix. 24. John i. 29. ** Behold 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world.” 
‘¢ But now once in the end of the world hath he appeared te 
pet away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

Will all men be made alive in Christ? Yes. Is there any par- 
ticular scripture to prove this?-—Certainly. ‘* Forasin Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” Will all 
men ever be made immortal ?—They will. Where is*the sub- 
stantial proof from particular scriptures? * This mortal must 
put on immortality, and this corruptible, incorruption. So 
when this mortal shall have put on immortality, and this cor- 
ruptible incorruption, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written—death shall be swallowed up in victory.” 

Will all men ever act alike, speak alike, be reconciled to 

















God, and be one in Christ? Certainly. Where is the substan- 
tial proof of this from particular scriptures? Phil. ii. 10, 11, 
‘ That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, things on earth, and things under the eartl:; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” < And (having made peace 
through the blood of his cross) by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself; by him, J say, whether they be things in earth, 
or things in heaven,” Col. i. 20. * That in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times, he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are 
on earth, even in him.” 

Here we are particularly taught, by particular texts, which 
substantially prove the doctrine, that all shall act alike—* every 
knee shall bow ,””—and all speak alike—* every tongue shall 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther.” That all in heaven and earth should be reconciled, 
and all be one in Christ forever. 

Had Mr. T’.’splan of purgation, been as particularly men- 
tioned, as these things are, he would never have been driven 
to the neeessity of saying, that “ but few, if any doctrines, 
can be substantially proved from particular scriptures.” 

Wisdom says, * All the words of my mouth are in righteous- 
ness, there is nothing froward or perverse in them. ‘They are 
all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find 
knowledge.” Proy. viii. 8, 9. 

Paul speaking of the administration of righteousness, says: 
‘‘ Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness 
ef speech.”? 2 Cor. iii. 12. 

May the time soon arrive, when men will plead only for that 
doctrine according to godliness, which can be * substantially 
proved by particular scriptures.” APOLLOS. 
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RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY IN INDIA BETWEEN THE BRAMUNS 
AND MISSIONARIES. 


_ Information was some time since received, of the conversion 
to Christianity of a Bramun at Calcutta, by the name of Ram- 
mohon Roy. ‘This person is both learned and intelligent, and 
has adopted sentiments somewhat differing from those incul- 
cated by the Missionaries. He has published two Appeals ad- 
dressed to the Christian Public in defence of his principles, and 
has been joined by Mr. Adam, one of the Baptist Missionaries 
at Calcutta. He endeavours to show, by various arguments, 
that if any hope is ever to be entertained of converting the 
Hindoos to Christianity, the work must be corkmenced hy 
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teaching the plain, practical instructions of Christ and his 
Apostles. Of the Missionaries he says, “‘ they always begin 
with such obscure doctrines, as are calculated to excite ridi- 
cule, instead of respect, towards the religion, which they wish 
to promulgate.” In his first Appeal he states that, 

«* He has seen with regret, that the Missionaries have com- 
pletely counteracted their own benevolent efforts, by intro- 
ducing all the dogmas and mysteries taught in Christian 
churches, to people by no means prepared to receive them; 
and that they have been so incautious and inconsiderate in 
their attempts to enlighten the natives of India, as to address 
their instructions to them in the same way as if they were rea- 
soning with persons brought up in a Christian country, with 
those dogmatical notions imbibed from their infancy. The 
consequence has been, that the natives in general, instead of 
benefitting by the perusal of the Bible, copies of which they 
always receive gratuitously, exchange them very often for 
blank paper; and use several of the dogmatical terms in their 
native language as a mark of slight in an irreverent manner, 
the mention of which is repugnant to my feelings.” ! 

It seems too that the natives have commenced a periodical 
publication at Calcutta, entitled the Bramunical Magazine, 
containing a set controversy between the Bramuns and Mis- 
sionaries on the principles of their respective religions. It is 


-printed in Bengalee and English, on corresponding pages. 


The origin of the publication is stated to be as follows: “Ina 
periodical work established by the Missionaries at Serampore, 
called the Sumachar Durpun, an article appeared attacking 
different parts of the Hindoo religion. Several distinct 


‘charges were made, and the editor stated, that if a reply were 


sent, it should be published in the same paper. ‘The Bramuns 
accordingly furnished a reply, defending their religion,. but 
when it was forwarded for publication, it was rejected. Thus 


_disappointed, the Bramuns resolved to publish what they had 


written in a separate form, and in this resolution originated 
the Bramunical Magazine.”’ | 

Three numbers of the work have been issued. The follow- 
ing passages from the introductien to the first number, exhibit 
the mode of proceeding adopted by the Missionaries, and the 
views and feelings of the natives respecting it. 

«“ During the last twenty years, a body of English gentle- 
men, who are called Missionaries, have been publicly endeéa- 
vouring in several ways, to convert the Hindoos and Mussul- 
mans of this country to Christianity. The first way is that of 
publishing and distributing among the natives various books, 
large and small, reviling both religions, and abusing and ri- 
diculing the gods and saints of the former. The second way'is 
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that of standing in front of the doors of the natives, or in the 
public roads, to preach the excellence of their religion, and 
the debasedness of that of others. The third way is, that ifany 
natives of low origin become Christians from the desire of gain, 
or from any other motives, these gentlemen employ and main- 
tain them as a necessary encouragement to others to follow 
their example.” 

‘¢ It is not uncommon if the English Missionaries, who are 
of the conquerors of this country, revile and mock at the reli- 
gion of the natives.” 

“‘If by the force of argument, they can prove the truth of 
their own religion, and the falsity of that of the Hindoos, many 
would of course embrace their doctrines; and in case they fail 
to prove this, they should not undergo such useless trouble, nor 
tease Hindoos any longer by their attempt at conversion. In 
consideration of the small huts in which Bramuns of learning 
generally reside, and the simple food, such as vegetables, 
which they are accustomed to eat, and the poverty which 
obliges them to live on charity, the Missionary gentlemen may 
not, I hope, abstain from controversy from contempt of them; 
for truth, and true religion do not always belong to wealth 
and power, high names, or lofty palaces.” 

The following extract from Rammohun Roy’s First Appeal, 
confirms the statement, in regard to the Missionaries main- 
taining persons belonging to the lower classes of Hindoos, who 
become Christians from the desire of gain. 

‘‘ Of the few hundred natives, who have been nominally 
converted to Christianity, and who have been generally of 
the most ignorant class, there is good ground to suspect, that 
the greater number have been allured to change their faith by 
other attractions, than by a conviction of the truth and rea- 
sonableness of those dogmas ; as we find nearly all of them are 
employed or fed by their spiritual teachers, and, in case of ne- 
glect, are apt to manifest a rebellious spirit; a circumstance 
which is well known to the compiler from several local facts, 
as well as from the following occurrence. 

«¢ About three years ago, the compiler, on a visit to an 
English ‘gentleman, who is still residing in the vicinity of 
Calcutta, saw a great number of Christian converts with a 
petition, which they intended to present to the highest ecclesi- 
astical authority, stating that their teachers, through false 
promises of advancement, had induced them to give up their 
ancient religion. The compiler felt indignant at their pre- 
sumption, and suggested to the gentlemen as a friend, the pro- 
priety of not countenancing a set of men, who, from their own 


declaration, seemed so unprincipled.” 
A writer whe has read the three first numbers of the Bra- 
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munical Magazine, states: “ The Bramuns complain of what 
they call an unfair artifice of controversy employed by the 
Missionaries. ‘They quote books of no authority, and call 
these quotations the Hindeo faith. ‘ Having trenslated those 
works,’ say the Bramuns, ¢ which are opposed to the Veds, 
which are not queted by any respectable author, and which 
have never been regarded as any authority, they always re- 
present the Hindoo religion as very base.’ Instances of this 
practice are given.” 

It seems, it is now nearly two years since this controversy 
was begun in Calcutta, and yet no notice has been given of it 
in any of the numerous Missionary publications. Not a whis- 
per from these sources has been heard on the subject, although 
the intercourse with all the Missionary establishments to the 
East and this country is so direct and constant, and the most 
— circumstances relative to Missions is often related in 
detail. 

The Bramuns, after confuting the Missionaries, as they 
think, take their turn in becoming the assailants, and their 
Jast number, we are told, has remained unanswered for twelve 
months. It cannot, indeed, be expected, that such men as the 
present Missionaries in India, will be able to stand before their 
enemies or ‘be prospered in their work. If they were ten 
times more numerous, and ten times as much were contributed 
for their support, it might only tend to the injury instead of 
the advancement of true Christianity, and be the means of 
placing greater obstacles in the way of the natives ever coming 
to a true knowledge of the religion of Jesus Christ. It is 
very evident that something is wrong, and that the Missiona- 
ries now sent out, are not such as the Lord will own and bless 
in their undertakings. We are told again and again, [see 
Columbian Star of March 29, 1823,] that the yearly expence 
of a European Missionary in India, is one thousand dollars, 
in addition to the expence incurred by his passage to that coun- 
iry,* and by his preparatory studies ; and that a native Mis- 
sionary, can be maintained for sixty dollars, 

Itis surprising that the Christian public should be so long 
blinded er misled. Unless the standard of the cross be erect- 
ed in india by a different class of men from the present Mis- 
sionaries, the souls of the Hindoos ‘vill not be likely to be much 
benefitted, or the cause of true Christianity promoted. - The 
little success which has yet attended their endeavours, is as 
notorious as it is singular and surprising. A Missionary at 
Bengal, in a letter dated July 12, 1822, extracts of which 

* Mr. Ward states the expence forthe preparation, outfit, and voyage of 


each Missionary to India, to be six hundred pounds, er two thousand six hus- 
deed and sixty-four dollars. 
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were published in the Missionary Herald, observes: “ As it re- 
spects the natives of Bengal what shall I say? of real conver- 
sions I think there have been comparatively few.” The Re- 
ligious Intelligencer, after recommending that the Bombay 
Mission be made the subject of special prayer, observes: * this 
is the first Mission established by the American Board of Com- ae 
missioners for Foreign Missions, and the Missionaries with | 
all their known fidelity and persevering zeal, have not yet had . 
opportunity to rejoice over more than one instance of conver- ' 

, sion.”” At Serampore, it appears from official statements, that 
there has been a decrease of what are called native converts, 
in a few years, to the amount of fifty-six, reducing the number 
from one hundred and sixteen to sixty. Notwithstanding the 
want of success, the cry for more money is constantly kept 
up, and new plans and schemes are fallen upon to augment the 
amount of Missionary funds. 











FROM THE BOSTON UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
LETTER TO THE REY. HOSEA BALLOU. 


Dear Sir—During a stay in Calcutta, of four months, I be- 
€ame acquainted with one Rammohun Roy, a native of Bengal, 
who I see has been noticed in the Boston papers, as intending 
to visit the United States this year. This person I believe has 
been a believer in our Scriptures this three or four years 
past. He is generally thought to be one of the most learned 
men of the age. I have some of his works by me which I 
should like you to peruse some future time, as I think they 
| will enable you to judge of his abilities on theological subjects. 
yo I was induced to have an introduction to him before I left 
India, having read a controversy which he had with several of 
the Missionaries at Serampore, which arose from a publication 
of his, entitled “* The precepts of Jesus a sure guide to Life 
and Happiness,” which they endeavoured to refute; after 
which he wrote two Appeals to the Christian public, in defence 
of his precepts, which I think when you come to read, you 
will say are very ably executed. I thought the arguments 
that the Missionaries brought forth in support of their belief, 
{especially where they refer to the trinity,) are about the 
weakest I ever read. As I had several of your works in my 
possession at this time, I forwarded them to him, and thought 
that they would not be uninteresting, judging from the liberal 
spirit that seemed to dictate all his writings; and I assure you i 
the next time I saw him he appeared to be enraptured with | ; 
them, as he said he had no knowledge of such liberal senti- cig 
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ments being so general in the Christian world, and he appear- 
ed very grateful that there are some who interpret the scrip- 
tures similar to himself. 

He suggested, that if some of your writings, when translated 
into Hindostanne, were distributed among the natives, he 
thought they would do more service than all the Missionaries 
have done since their first undertaking; and I do not think 
there is a person more willing or capable than himself, to pro- 
mote truth at any time. 

If he visits Boston, in his tour through the United States, 
which is more than probable, you may be sure of receiving a 
visit from him if you are intown. He says, the few that have 
been enticed over to the Missionaries, are the most ignorant 
and of the lowest cast, who are more dissatisfied than ever, 
and a great many would willingly retract, did the laws of these 
regions permit them after loosing their cast; and he has also 
informed me for a truth, that there has not been one respect- 
able native converted by them. I thimk, on your reading his 
few pampklets you will be able to discover, without my in- 
forming you, that he has no belief in future punishment, but 
that he believes that our heavenly Father has constituted a law 
in our nature, which makes us unable to walk in the paths of 
virtue, without receiving ample reward in the moral happiness 
that there is therein. On the other hand, we never do stray 
from this path into that of vice, without receiving the conse- 

quences that spring from a guilty conscience. On conversing 
with him, he manifests the above sentiments in a very plain 
manner, which sentiments I assure you meet with as much op- 
position from the Missionaries, as those people do in our coun- 
try that entertain the same; and I am happy to say with the 
same good effect; for all they can say against, tends to pro- 
mote it, which Rammohun Roy generally turns over to his ad- 
vantage. Now, sir, leaving you to gain what information you 
can from his works. I remain yours in peace. G. R. R. 

Boston, May 13, 1828. 








FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The increase and distribution of the Scriptures, are most 
assuredly, very laudable and praiseworthy acts. We rejoice 
in all things which take place, calculated to ameliorate the 
condition of man, increase his comforts, and extend his views 
of the glorious character and purposes of Deity. Bible So- 
cieties, judiciously conducted, would be productive of good. 
But, the Missionary mania abread in the world, is not deserv- 
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ing of any praise or commendation. ‘The American Bible So- 
ciety recently celebrated their seventh anniversary, in this 
city. ‘Their meeting lasted nearly five hours; and compli- 
ments and praises were bandied about the room, to the great 
comfort, we presume, of the gentlemen who shared them! It 
was a real time of thanks-giving, or giving of thanks, to each 
other, instead of the great Author of life, and light, and love! 
if we can believe the newspaper account of the proceedings, the 
members are doing wonders, and thanking and praising each 
other at a great rate. But— 

An examination of their pretensions, &c. will tell the best 
story of their merits and wonders. First—They say, “ {t{the 
society] has distributed the Scriptures in every district of #ar 
extended country, to tliese who are able to purchase, at an #k- 
tremely moderate price; to, the poor gratuitously.” Is this 
declaration trie? We answer, and boldly, in the face 
of the world, say no! We appeal to the parties concerned, 
and ask, Have not you refused to give Bibles to the poor? 
To the temperate poor; and when told that they were desti- 
tute of the Seriptures, and wnable to buy? We appeal to the 
public, and ask, were not you given to understand, and were 
not means made use of, to convince you, that Bibles were to 
be given, not sold, to the poor? If Bibles are to be bought, 
there are booksellers who will sell them as low as the Bible 
Society sell their Bibles! Let facts decide. ‘The society ac- 
knowledge the receipt, the past year, of $45,131 25. ‘This 
sum would furnish 90,000 Bibles and ‘Testaments, for gratui- 
tous distribution to the poor. How much have they given, of 
this $45,131 25? Ans. On their own acknowledgment, only 
$7,592 24!!! Consisting of 12,923 Bibles and ‘Testaments; at 
the average price of 58 cents, and a fraction. And these 
12,923 Bibles and: Testaments, have “been distributed gra- 
tuitously to the poor, in every district of our extended country.” 
Have they supplicd all the poor? 

There are 360 Auxiliary Societies, and they are named as 
the receivers of an indefinite number of the 12,923 Bibles and 
Testaments, given to the poor! Now, if these Auxiliary So- 
cieties have copied after the Parent Society, and sold their 
Bibles and Testaments, which they received out of this 12,923, 
pray, how many Bibles and ‘Testaments have the poor received 
gratuitously, the last year? A wretched winding up of the 
yearly drama, this. Surely, the gentlemen praised one ane 
ther for their sagacity and address, in keeping the money !!: 

We shall say no more at present, of the Report of the Ame- 
rican Bible Society, believing the above is as much as the 
public will digest at once, of an unexpected treat; but con- 
clude by observing, that we shall leave it to the managers, to 
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inform the public of the amount of salaries paid to the disinter- 
ested and benevelent servants of the institution. 
‘¢ HonouR TO WHOM HONOUR IS DUE.”’ 








FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
FROM PRESIDENT ADAMS TO DR. BANCROFT, OF WORCESTER. 


Quincy, Jan. 24, 1823. 

_ Dear Sir—I thank you for your kind letter of December 
30th, and above all for the gift of a precious volume. It is a 
‘chain of diamonds, set in links of gold. I have never read, 
or heard read, a volume of sermons better calculated and 
adapted to the age and country in which it was written. How 
different from the sermons I heard, and read in the town of 
Worcester, from the years 1755 to 1758. 

As my destiny in life has been somewhat uncommon, I must 
_beg your pardon for indulging in a little egotism. I may say 
I was born and bred in the centre of Tieological, and Ecclesias- 
tical controversy. A sermon of Mr. Bryant, minister of this 
Parish, who lived on a spot, now a part of the farm on which 
I live, occasioned the controversy be¢ween him and Mr. Niles, 
Mr. Porter, Mr. Bass, and many others, which broke out like 
the eruption of a volcano, and blazed with portentous aspect 
for many years. ‘The death of Dr. Miller, the Episcopalian 
Minister of this town, produced a controversy between Dr. 
Mayhew and Mr. Apthorpe, who were both so connected with 
this town, that they might almost be considered as inhabitants 
of it. I may almost say, that my eyes opened upon books of 
controversy. WhenI removed to Worcester, in 1755, I found 
that county hot with controversy between the parties ef Mr. 
Buckminster and Mr. Mellen. I. became acquainted with 
Dyer, Doolittle and Baldwin, three notable disputants.* Mr. 
Macarty, though a Calvinist, was not a bigot, but the town 
‘was a scene of disputes all the time I lived there. When I 
left them, I entered into a scene of other disputations at the 
bar, and not long afterwards disputations of another kind in 
_ politics. In later times, I have lived with Atheists, Deists, 
and,.sceptics, with Cardinals, Archbishops, Monks, Priests 
and Friars of the Roman Catholic persuasion; with Arch- 
bishops, Bishops, Deans and Priests of the Church of Eng- 
land. With Farmer, Price, Priestly, Kippis, Rees, Lindsey, 
Disney, and Jebb. With the English and Scottish Clergy in 
Holland, and especially with Dr. Maclain, at the Hague—I 


* These men were professed Deists, then resident in Worcester. 
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have conversed freely with most of thesectsin America, and have 
not been wholly inattentive to the writings and reasonings of 
all these denominations of Philosophers and Christians. You 
may well suppose then, that I have had contwoversies enough; 
but after all, I declare to you, that your twenty-nine Sermons 
have expressed the result of all my reading, experience, and 
reflections, in a manner more satisfactory to me than I could 
have done in the best days of my strength. 

The most afflictive circumstances that I have witnessed, in 
the lot of humanity, are the narrow views, the unsocial humor, 


the fastidious scorn, and repulsive tempers of all denomina-— 


tions excepting one. 

I cannot conclude this letter without adding an anecdote. 
One of the zealous mendicants for contributions to the funds 
_of the Missionary societies, called upon a gentleman in Ha- 
verhill, and requested his charity. The gentleman declined 
subscribing, but added, there are in and about the town of 
» nine clergymen, ministers of nine congregations, not 
one of whom lives upon terms of civility with any others, will 
aimit none other into his pulpit, nor be permitted to go into 
the pulpit of any other. Now if you will raise a fund to send 
Missionaries to —— to convert these nine Clergymen to Chris- 
tianity, [ will contribute as much as any man. Iam, sir, with 
great esteem, your obliged friend, and humble servant, 
JOHN ADAMS.” 


N. B. The name of a town is omitted. 





SERRO ET He 





FROM THE UNITARIAN MISCELLANY AND CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
BRAMUNICAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE TRINITY. 


A promise was given in our last number, at the conclusion 
of the article headed Bramuns and Missionaries, that a parti- 
cular account should be presented to our readers of the argu- 
ments alleged in the Bramunical Magazine against the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. It cannot but be interesting to observe 
how the learned natives of India reason upon a doctrine which 
has been so much agitated among Christians; and how ne 
their objections to it coincide with those which have been urge 
by Unitarians. The controversy is novel in its ee 
and of singular importance from the inferences which po " 
drawn from it, and the consequences by which it may be oa 
lowed. It will give us some idea of the minds and attainmen 5 
of one cast, at least, of a people, with whom the eastern mis- 
sionaries have now to do; and may lead us to form some “a yee 
tures with regard to the reception of a religion so ncumbere 
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with mystery as that is, which those gentlemen inculcate. It 
may also, in connexion with other existing circumstances, jus- 
tify us in arguing success to those views, which we regard as 
true Christianity. 

In the second number of the Bramunical Magazine, a writer 
proposed five questions, or difficulties, on the subject of the 
Trinity, with a request that they might be answered. They 
are as follows. Referring to the missionaries, he says, 


“¢ They call Jesus Christ the Son of God, and the very God. How 
can the Son be the very Father. 

‘They sometimes call Jesus Christ the Son of Man, and yet say 
no man was his father. 

“ They say that God is one, and yet say that the Father is God, 
the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God. 

“ They say that God must be worshipped in Spirit, and yet they 
worship Jesus Christ as very God, although he is possessed of a ma- 
terial body. 

«« They say that the Son is of the same éssence and existence as 
the Father, and they aiso say that the Son is equal to the Father. 
But how can equality subsist except between objects possessed of 
different essences and existences !” 


These difficulties were answered in a partial manner, and in 
the English language alone, in the Friend of India, a periodi- 
cal work conducted by the missionaries. The native who pro- 
posed them, after expressing his disappointment at not being 
favoured with an answer both in the English and Bengalee 
janguages, ‘ as the controversy in question,”’ he says, ‘‘ is in- 
tended by both parties chiefly for the benefit of the Hindoo 
community, and secondarily for the use of Europeans,”’ pro- 
ceeds with his reply, in the third number of the Bramunical 
Magazine. ‘This reply occupies the whole of the number, con- 
sisting of twenty-four pages of English, and as many of Ben- 
galee, printed opposite to each other. Some of the arguments, 
as might be expected, are not so forcible as others; but we 
think that our readers will agree with us, that when the novel- 
ty of this controversy is considered, and the little preparation 
from study which a Hindoo could have received, the reasoning 
is inevery way remarkably acute and sound. 

The first question is one, which it was very natural for a 
native to put. He reasons with himself thus. If the Father 
is God, and the Son is God, and there is but one God, why 
then the Son isthe Father. But how can the Son be the very 
Father? Of course the missionaries answer this objection in 
the usual way. But let us hear the account of the Hindoo. 


** Asto my first question proposed in the Magazine in the follow- 
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ing words, * They call Jesus Christ the Son of God, and the very 
God. How can the Son be the yery Father?’ the Editor denies the 
accuracy of the information on which I found this question, and 
firmly asserts that ¢ the Bible io where says that the Son is the Fa- 
ther.’ I therefore deem it necessary to show my reason for the 
above query, leaving it to the public to pronounce on the justifiable- 
ness of it, either in their conversation, or religious publicgtions. 

“‘ Christian teachers profess that God is one, and that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, andthe very God. Hence I naturally concluded 
that they believe the Son to be the Father, and consequently ques- 
tioned the reasonableness of such a doctrine. For when a person 
affirms that such a one, say James, is one, and that John is his son, 
and again says that Jolin is actually James, we should naturally con- 
clude that he means that John the son is James the father, and be 
at liberty to ask, how can John the son be James the father? But as 
the Editor, a leading minister of that religion, declares that ¢ the 
Bible no where says that the Son is the Father, but says that the 
Son is equal to the Father in nature and essence, and distinct in per- 
son,’ and recommends me to reflect on mankind, of whom ‘ every 
son, who has not the same human nature with his father, must bea 
monster,’ it would be too much boldness on my part to give pre- 
ference to my apprehension of the meaning of the Bible over that of 
the Editor. I would therefore have admitted, as suggested by the 
Editor, that the Son of God is God, on the analogy, and in the 
sense, that the son of man is a man, had I not been compelled by 
his very suggestion to reject entirely his other still more important 
assertion—that is, the coeval existence of the Son with the Father. 
For, the belief‘of the nature of the son of a man being the same as 
that of the father, though it justifies the idea of the Son of God 
being God, is utterly repugnant to the possibility of the Son being 
coeval with his Father. It is evident that if a son of a man be sup- 
posed coeval with his father, he must be considered something more 
extraordinary than a monster. 

‘It is believed by all religious sects, that when God reveals his 
will or law to the human race, he reveals them through their lan- 
guage in its common acceptation. I beg therefore of the Editor to 
favour me with a direct reply to the folowing question. Do the 
missionary gentlemen take the word ‘ God’ asa proper name, or asa 
common one? all nouns being divided into two kinds, common and 
proper. Inthe former casey that is, if they consider the term God 
appropriated to one individual existence, as every other proper 
name is, they must relinquish the idea of the Son of God being the 
very God. Howcan we think the son of John or James to be John 
or James, or coeval with John or James? And in the Jatter case, 
that is, if they receive the term God as a common name, they may 
maintain the opinion that the Son of God is God, in the same way 
as the son of a man is man, which, as the Editor says, ‘ must neces- 
sarily be the case;’ but they, in this case, cannot be justified in pos- 
sessing a belief in the equal duration of the Son with the Father; for, 
every son, whatever may be his nature, must have existence originating 
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subsequently to that of his father. The only difference between these 
two common nouns, God and man, would be, that the latter includes a 
great many individuals under it, and the former only three distinct 


- persons, though of superior power and nature. We see individuals, 


under one term of mankind, though they are distinct in person, yet 
one in nature, as being all men. In like manner, three beings under 
one Godhead, according to the Editor, though they are distinct in 
person, are yet, I infer, considered by him one in nature as’Gods; 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. Is this | 
the unity of God which the Editor professes? Can this doctrine jus- 
tify him in ridiculing Hindoo polytheism: because many of them 
say that under one Godhead there are more than three beings, dis- 
tinct in person, but one in nature?” . 


The second objection is taken up after all the rest are dis- 
cussed. We must say, that neither the answer of the missiona- 
ries to it, nor the reply of the Bramun to their answer, seem 
to be much to the purpose. The third point is managed much 
better; and the advantage, in our opinion, is entirely on the 
side of the Bramun. ‘ ‘They say God is one, and yet say that 
the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is 
God.”” The editor of the Friend of India admits the fairness 
of this statement, and supports the doctrine as other Trinita- 
rians do. 


“ But,” says the Bramun, “ instead of showing the reasonableness 
of the idea of three distinct Gods being one God, as applied for, he 
confesses the total inconsistency of this doctrine with reason, and 
makes' the Bible responsible for it, saying, ‘ But the Bible, while it 
fully reveals these facts, still forbears to inform us how the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, exist, and form the triune God;’ and 
adds, ‘nor had it informed, are we certain that we,should have com- 
prehended it.’ The Editor, or his colleagues, ought to have taken 
into consideration such unréasonableness attaching to the most im- 
portant of all their doctrines, before they had published in the Su- 
machar Durpun, the letter accusing the Vedant, and the rest of the 
Hindoo Shastrus, of the want of reason; a circumstance which might 
have saved the Editor the reluctant av owal of the unreasonableness 


of the foundation of his own system of faith.” 


We cannot but stop here to notice one expression of this same 


editor. Who he is, we know not, but we are bound to sup- 


pose him a very strong pillar of the cause which he tries to sup- 
port. <«* Nor had it informed,” says he, “ are we certain that 
we should have com rehended it.” Extraordinary informa- 
tion this must be, to be sure. ‘Trinitarians often tell us that 
their doctrine was not meant to be understood, but simply to be 
believed, and we have been apt to call in question the validity 
of even ‘this assertion, as we much doubt whether an unintel- 
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ligible proposition can be made the subject either of belief or 
disbelief. But here is a man, who is so exceedingly diffident 
of the capacity of the human intellect, and so completely igno- 
rant of his mother tongue, that he is by no means certain, if 
the Deity himself had informed us of the nature and manner ef 
a triune existence, whether we should have understood it. That 
is to say, he doubts whether we should be informed, after we 
had been informed. This is truly mysterious, and as much 
above our humble comprehension as the doctrine of the Trinity 
itself. Here is an unintelligible doctrine, and an unintelligible 
explanation of the unintelligible doctrine, which all together is 
called information. 'The editor of the Friend of India must 
surely be placed at the head of the orthodox divines of the pre- 
sent day. 

In answering the objection against the Trinity, drawn from 
its unreasonableness, the old expedient had been employed, of 
comparing it to the growth of grass and trees, and the action 
of mind upon matter, the manner of which growth and action 
we do not comprehend. This inapplicable comparison is treat- 
ed by the Bramun, as follows: 


“ How is it possible for the Editor, or for any one possessed of 
common sense, not to perceive the gross error of drawing an analo- 
gy from things around and within us, to the three distinct persons 
of the Godhead in one existence; which, so far from being around 
or within us, exist only in the imagination of Christians. Here the 
growth of atree, and its producing leaves and flowers, as well as the 
operation of mind on matter, being around and within us, are com- 
monly perceptible by all men, whether Christians or not Christians ; 


a denial of which is utterly impossible for one who is possessed of 


the senses. It is very true that the exact manner in which plants 
grow, or the mind operates, and the precise principles of nature 
which act upon them are not thoroughly understood. But all that 
these facts amount to is, that things around or within us, whether 
visible, or demonstrated by visible facts, compel conviction. Dothe 
three persons of the Godhead in unity exist like growing trees, or 
bodies joined to mind? Are they phenomena commonly perceptible 

ike by Christians and not Christians? Or are they like mountains 
of ice in northern countries, which, though they are not seen or felt 
by us, yet are reported to us by eye witnesses, without any contra- 
diction from others who have also passed the places where they are 
said to exist, and where they are liable to be seen by any one ; that we 
should be compelled to believe the existence of the triune God, like 
that of growing trees, operating minds, or mountains of ice, though 
we cannot understand them? Christians may perhaps consider the 
Trinity as perceptible by them, through the force of early instruc- 
tions, in the same manner as the followers of Tuntru doctrines, 


among Hindoos in Bengal, consider God as consisting of fie dis-* 


tinct persons, and yet as one God; and as the generality of modern 
« 
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Hindoos esteem numerous incarnations under one Godhead, almost 
as an experienced fact, from their early habits. How can Chris- 
tians, who in general justly pride themselves on their cultivated 
understanding, admit such an analogy, or justify any one in mis- 
leading others with such sophistries !” 


A few lines further on, the native charges the missionary 
with inconsistency in saying that “the triune God had not 
condescended to inforin us of the precise mode in which his in- 
finite and glorious nature exists and acts,” and afterwards par- 
ticularizing certain modes of his existence and actions, such 
as the creation of the world by the Son, his incarnation, as- 
cension, mediatorial office, and the descent of the Holy Spirit 
in the form of a dove. He then proceeds with what we regard 
ag perhaps his best argument. 


“Ts it possible even to conceive for a moment the identity be- 
tween three beings, one of them in heaven, expressing his pleasure 
at the conduct of the second, who at the same time on the earth was 
performing religious rites, and the third of them residing between 
lieaven and earth, descending on the second at the wili of the first? 
ifthe difference of bodies and situations, as well as of actions and 
employments be not sufficient to set aside the idea of the identity and 
real unity of persons, there would be no means of distinguishing 
one person from another, and no criterion would be left for consider- 
ing atree different from a rock, or a bird from aman. Is this the 
doctrine which the Editor ascribes to God ? and can any book, which 
contains an idea that defies the use of the senses, be considered 
worthy to be ascribed to that Being, who has endued the human 
race with senses and understanding for their use and guidance ?” 

“God the Son is declared by the Editor to have laid aside his glory 
for a scason, and to have prayed his Father to give him the same 
glory, and also to have taken the form of a servant. Is 2¢ consistent 
with the nature of the immutable God to lay aside any fart of his condi- 
tion, and pray for it again? Ys it conformable to the nature of the 
Supreme Ruler of the universe to take the form ofa servant, though 
only for a season? Is this the true idea of God, which the Editor 
maintains? 1 shall be obliged if the Editor can show that the po- 
theistical doctrines, maintained by Hindoos, are in any degree more 
unreasonabie than his own. If not, he will not, I trust, endeavour 
in future to introduce among them one set of polytheistical senti- 
ments as a substitute for another set; doth of them being equally and 
solely frrotected by the shield of mystery.” 


To the fourth objection, the missionary editor gives, as the 
Bramun says, ** an evasive answer,” which is this; ** Chris- 
tians worship Jesus Christ, and not his body separately from 
him.” The native is not to be satisfied in this manner. “ I 
never charged Christians,” he replies, “ with worshipping “ 
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body of Jesus Christ separately from himself. The Editor in 
fact confesses their adoration of Jesus Christ as the very God 
in the material form; nevertheless he attempts to maintain 
that they worship God in spirit.” This inhabitant of a heathen 
land then goes on with some remarks, which Are as sound, and 
just, and spiritual, as if he had been instructed from his child- 
hood in the worthiest conceptions of the only one living and true 


God. 


“ If we admit that the worship of spirit, possessed of material bo- 
dy, is worship in spirit, we must not any longer impute idolatry to 
any religious sect; for none of them adore mere matter, unconnected 
with spirit. Did the Greeks and Romans worship the bodies of Ju- 
piter and Juno, and their other supposed gods, separately from their 
respective spirits? Are not the miraculous works, ascribed by them 
to these gods, proofs of their viewing them as spirits connected 
with the body? Do the idolators among Hindoos worship the as- 
sumed forms of their incarnations, divested of their spirit? Nothing 
vi the kind. Even in worshipping idols, Hindoos do not consider 
them objects of worship until they have performed Pranprutistha, or 
communication of divine life. According to the definition given by 
the Editor, none of them can be supposed idolators, because they 
never worship the body separately ‘from the spirit. Bustin fact, any 
worship, through etther an artificial form, or imaginary material re- 
fifesentation, is nothing but idolatry.” 


Now we must say, and we do not wish to appear uncharita- 
ble, that the Hindoo seems to us to understand the meaning 
and spirit of the second commandment, far better than the 
Christian. 

The argument on the fifth objection is short, and we shall 
extract it entire. It shows either a real or affected misappre- 
hension on the one side, and considerable ingenuity and readi- 
ness on the other. 


«“ My fifth question was. ‘How can equality subsist except be- 
tween objects possessed of different essences and existences:’ But 
the Editor repeats only a part of it, that is, how the Son can be equal 
with the Father, when he does possess the same nature; aid then 
declares the question unintelligible. I never meant the impossi- 
bility of equality between persons or things that possess the same 
nature; as we find often equality in some property subsisting be- 
tween man and man, though possessing the same nature. But as 
no equality can subsist except between things of different exts/ences, 
and the professed belief of the missionary gentlemen was, that the 
Son is the same in existence, as well as in nature, with the Father, 
I took the liberty to ask, how the Son can be equal with the Father, 
when he is supposed to be possessed of the same nature and exist- 
ence. Unless they deny to the Son the same existence with the Fa- 
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ther, they cannot, I think, maintain his equality with the Father. I 
therefore presume my question is perfectly intelligible.” 


Our readers will, by this time, have formed an opinion of 
the ability, which is now opposing the unintelligible doctrines 
presented to the Hindoes as Christianity. The missionaries 
have a new work on their hands. it is learning, and not ig- 
norance; reason, and not superstition, with which they have 
now to contend; and if we are not mistaken, they Will find the 
present the hardér task of the two. They are not now engaged 
with an unenlightened tribe of savages, who can be made to 
believe any thing by those, whose superior knowledge, virtues, 
and power, they are compelled to respect, and whose doctrines 
are all the better to them for being mysterious. They are op- 
posed by a well-informed and influential class of theists, who 
are able to examine every’ proposition, and who seem determin- 
ed not to resign their own views till they can obtain better in 
exchange. Of this state of things, the missionaries appear to 
be wilfully ignorant. If we may judge from the following re- 
marks of the writer, whose arguments we have been repeating, 
they plod on in the accustomed track, and talk in the same 
way to a people, who, as we have been informed, have seven 
native printing presses at work, as they would to a race of ab- 
solute barbarians. 


‘¢ T cannot help feeling compassion for his total want of knowledge 
of the literary employment, and domestic conduct of the native com- 
munity at large, notwithstanding his long residence in India— 
During only a few years past, Aundreds of works on different sub- 
jects, such as Theology, Law, Logic, Grammar, and Astronomy, 
have been written dy the natives of Bengal alone. 1 donot wonder 
that they have not reached the knowledge of the Editor, who, in 
common with almost all his colleagues, has shut his eyes against 
any thing that might do the smallest credit to the natives.” 


And tlien with regard to the’ proper spirit and manner of 
conducting a controversy, it will not be difficult to determine, 
after we have read the concluding paragraphs of this number 
of the Magazine, which of the two parties entertains the most 
dignified and liberal views, the missionary or the native. 


‘¢ As to the abusive terms made use of by the Editor, such as ¢ Fa- 
ther of lies alone, to whom it (Hindooism) evidently owes its origin ;” 
‘Impure fables of his false gods;’ ‘ Pretended gods of Hindoos,’ &c. 
common. decency prevents me from making use of similar terms in 
return. We must recollect, that we have engaged in solemn religious 
controversy, and not in exercising abuse against cach other. 

“ I conclude this reply with expressing my hope that the Editor, 
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on noticing it, will arrange his observations methodically, giving an 
answer to each of my five questions in succession; that the public 
may judge with facility of the arguments employed on both sides.” 


One circumstance will not fail to strike any one, who is 
versed in the trinitarian controversy, as worthy of peculiar re- 
mark. He will remember, that long essays, and even large 
books, have*been written, to prove that some remains of a 
Trinity emt among the superstitions of the east. He will re- 
member, too, that engravings have been inserted in these 
books, representing ugly and monstrous idols, with one body 
and three heads. And then he will remember, that the saga- 
cious authors of these books have gone on to infer a strong ar- 
gument for the truth of the trinitarian doctrine, from the ex- 
istence of these wild notions, and three headed images; it not 
once crossing their minds, that these forms of idolatry existed 
long before the introduction of Christianity, and that they 
might therefore have been one cause of the trinitarian corrup- 
tion of Christianity. Well, he now sees this same argument 
turned against a body of Christian missionaries, by the better 
informed portion-of that self same people, from whose vulgar 
superstitions the argument. was first drawn. He sees a Bra- 
mun comparing a missionary to certain idolaters of his nation, 
for that similarity of faith, which had been considered by 
‘ Christian authors as so remarkably fortunate. We regard 
this as a singular fact. 

But all these Bramunical arguments against the Trinity are 
arguments from reason alone. ‘The Christian Scriptures them- 
selves are not adduced; and the missionaries may still in- 
trench themselves, and their doctrines, behind the strong ex- 
ternal evidence for the divine, and therefore decisive authority 
of these writings. One native, however, has come forward, 
and examined the Bible itself; and while he sees and acknow- 
ledges its truth and divinity, he is convinced that if does not 
authorise, nor countenance, tle dogmas of ‘Trinitarianism. 
He is thus enabled to oppose the missionaries with the weapons 
both of reason and revelation. 

This native is Rommohun Roy. By the force of his intel- 
lect, he has not only thrown off the shackles of his early faith, 
but has discovered the true form of another, which was pre- 
sented to him metamorphosed and disguised. From his learn- 
ing and judgment we are led toexpect the most favourable in- 
fluences on the minds of his countrymen, and to regard him as 
an importarft instrument in the spread of pure Christianity. 

Vou. Its 2Bb 
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393 The Eclectic. 


THE ECLECTIC. 


[concLUDED FROM PAGE 314.} 


*¢ Tenorance of the signification of words, which is want cf 
understanding, disposeth men to take on trust, not only the 
truth they know not, but also the errors, and which is more 
the nonsence of them they trust: for neither error nor sense 


can, Without a perfect understanding of words be detected.”’ 
Hobbes’ Leviathan, ch. ii. 


At the commencement we contemplated the consideration of. 


every passage of Holy Writ, supposed to favour the doctrines 
of the ‘Trinity and the endless duration of punishment; but the 
Universalist Magazine is about to terminate and with it must 
cease the effisions of our pen, for there will then exist no 
paper friendly to liberal and bold discussion. Bigot to no 
sect, the Eclectic would never have touched the subject of reli- 
gion had he not beheld it the engine of despotism, subversive 
of the rights of man, had he not viewed it as the mask of am- 
bition, and a banner held up by those who connecting the cross 
and the sabre, have deluged the world with the blood of count- 
less myriads. After striét and fearless search we have found 
that such is not the religion of Jesus. His Father was good 
unto all and the dispenser of tender mercies to his creatures 
without distinction of sect or nation, giving unto man a por- 
tion of the spirit to profit withal, and implanting in his nature, 
that guide which if attended to, will lead to peace. 

Men have spoken to each other in an unknown tongue, they 
have wrapt what they supposed to be sacred writings, in some 
mystic word, and thus destroyed the simplicity of religion by 
traditions. 

‘For the words, Trinity, atonement, vicarious suffering, they 
have nothing but their own inventions, which we think has 
been shown in these numbers; and we shall close by examin- 
ing other words much used among Christians, the sense of 
which when properly understood, will save religion from ridi- 
cule, and destroy the rubbish which has been defended as truth. 

Bible. From the Greck word Bs¢a0s means simply a book; 
and was in ancient times a common name for every book, whe- 
ther sccred or profane. The Book is a collection of writings 
bound tegether, of unequal authority, written long before the 
printing was imvented; and many of the things rgcorded took 
place before alphabetical writing was known to the Hebrews, 
or indeed at all, consequently tradition must be part of the con- 
tents. This being the case, these writings are not all entitled 
to the same credit; the truth of one dees not depend on the 


. 
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truth of another exclusively, but each is independent and 
stands on its own merits; even an incredible or absurd story. 


given in a book should not destroy its authority any more than 


a superstitious circumstance in Roman history, would destroy 
the truth of such history. 

Old and New Testament. As a testament signifies a wit- 
ness, (a) it has been asked whether Deity found the old witness 
insufficient and had to bring out a new one? If the querist had 
studied the writings themselves, he would have found that they 
have not given themselves, the title, consequently the terms 
Old and New Testament, are human inventions. 


Word of God, a name applied by the superstitious to the 


Book, no part of which claims the appellation; why history 
and legislation should be called the word of Ged we are at a 
loss to conceive.(b.) 

Gospel signifies merely good news, there is no mystery nor 
holiness attached to the term. 

After having heard so much of inspiration, is it not astonish- 
ing that the Book contains so little respecting it. The word 
occurs only twice, Job xxxii. 8, “ but there is a spirit in man 
and it is the inspiration of the Almighty that giveth him under- 
standing.” Is there any thing supernatural in this. 

2'Tim. ili. 15, 16. ** All Scripture is given by inspiration 
from God,” &c. When this was written the Old Testament 
was meant by Scripture, consequently this passage does not 
prove the inspiration of the New. ‘The verse should be read 
without the word is, 1: being supplied by the translators; all 
therefore that can be gathered is, that some parts of the an- 
cient writings were divinely inspired, but that other parts are 
not by inspiration. 

Any thing in the writings which the power of man could 
effect, any relation of events or code of Jaws he could produce, 
are not to be considered as immediately from God, or inspired, 


but only such things as were above human ability, and even. 


in the latter instance Deity has kindly remembered man, and 
enabled human sense to judge of his works. It required the 
power of Deity to perform miracles, yet men could judge of 
them. And “ prophecy came not in old times by the will of 
man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved by thie 
Holy Spirit.” 2 Pet. i. 21. The fulfilment of prophecy 
man can judge of as time unfurls the prophetic scroll to our 
view. Prophecy therefore is the only inspired work of God ; 
the other parts of the writings were indited by men and have 
been, and still are, subject to interpolation, mistranslation and 
mistranscription. (c.) In the hands of a bigoted priesthood 
during the dark ages, the text might readily have been cor- 
rupted. (d.) But prophecy is immutable, it proves itself in a 
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posterity court, and before an unbiassed jury, and even the 
New ‘Testament writers could not by misapplication, or incon- 
clusive reasoning upon it, destroy its weight, or lessen its cre- 
dibility. (e.) | 

Whether the books ascribed to Moses, were written by him 
or not, matters little; it is truth, not authorship we should try. 
From Joshua to Nehemiah, is in general mere history: and 
depends on the same kind of evidence as other history, to be- 
lieve that a fictitious history was palmed upon the Jewish na- 
tion, would be as absurd as to believe the French have under- 
gone the same imposition. Of the book of Job, Dr. Wilson 
says, ** but this was before Moses, who must have delivered it 
to the Israelites; since the Jews who have always acknow- 
ledged its authority, know no later reception of it, and would 
probably have received a Gentile book from no other hand.”” See 
{ntroduction. The Proverbs, Songs and Ecclesiastes were 
valued as the productions of a wise man, : 

The New Testament was the effect, not the cause of the 
Christian religion, and it is not necessary to suppose that any 
thing supernatural was required, to furnish a candid and cor- 
rect statement of facts which occurred before men’s eyes. ( f.) 

Christianity is a simple and plain religion, not at variance 
with those principles which an Intelligent Creator has im- 
planted in his rational creatures. It declares to the heathen 
the same God they ignorantly worship, and establishes that 
law the Gentiles possessed, their consciences bearing wit- 
nesses, and proclaiming a God of peace, tends to break down 
those national antipathies and that spirit of destruction which 
leads men by a species of legalised murder, to embrue their 
hands in each other’s blood, It exhibits Deity not as a Ty- 
rant, but as the Father of the spirits of all flesh; thus destroy- 
ing, as far as its true influence extends, not only despotic go- 
vernments, but that domestic slavery with which a free people 
have degraded themselves. 

For the dissemination of its principles, it calls not fora 
priesthood; for the maintenance of its purity, it demands 
neither a spiritual nor temporal Inquisition; and, exhibiting 
all men as righteous and wicked at different times, teaches to 
give praise when it is due and to pity those out of the way. 
‘The evidences of a living faith, and a well grounded hope, 
are not to be sought in open professions, or a rigid austerity ; 
not to be limited to a narrow communion table, a sprinkling 
of water, or a membership in a church; but in a well ordered 
life and conversation, Such, in our opinion is the religion of 
Jesus; whether it agree with the notions of the times is not cur — 
business to enquire, nor do we care. The principles we hold 
were interwoven in the fabric of nature, and impianted in the 
breast of man from the remotest antiquity. With this the 
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Eclectic closes, well pleased that the Magazine has carried 
terror to the camp of its enemies, and disseminated correct 
ideas. Let priests tremble, the people will be enlightened. (g.) 


Additional and Eapianatory Notes by the Editor. 


(a.) The word d1aénxx, rendered testament, on the title page of our 


common Bibles and | estaments, literally signifies covenant, and the writings 
would have been more properly called the Old and New Covenant, than the 
Old and New Testament. 

(6.) Iconclude that none, except very ignorant or superstitious people, 
believe that every word contained in the book called the Bible ought to be 
considered as the word of God; yet, as the Bible, confessedly, and as firmly 
believed by all professed Christians, contains a revelation from God, the ap- 
pellation, Word of God, is not very inaptly applied to those writings, especially 
when considered as a whole, though it is not strictly so in relation to all its 
parts. 

(c.) This can only take place where the scriptures are but little known, 
and any new errors of this kind, whether by accident or design, would not 
now remain long undetected. 

(d.} Itis believed that no errors of any great importance have ever crept 
into the original text, or that have appeared in any printed version of the 
scriptures, but what have been detected by the learned, so that none, except 
those who are ‘* willingly ignorant,” need now be blinded by them. 

(e.) Whatever may be thought of the immutability of prophecy, it must 
be confessed that some parts are much more clear than others; but the test of 
all prophecy, is the fulfilment of the prophetic testimony ; for, “ if the thing 
follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not 
‘spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously, thou shalt not be 
afraid of him.” Deut. xviii. 22. 

(f:) The New Testament contains prophecy as well as the Old; much of 
which has been as signally fulfilled ; hence we have good reason to believe 
that all will be fulfilled in due time. 

When our work is resumed, as we presume it will be, the columns 
will be still open, not only for the continuation of the L£electic, but also for 
every writer who wishes candidly to discuss religious subjects ; reserving only 
an editorial right in deciding on the paramount claims of all who may be dis- 
posed to favour us with their thoughts on these subjects. 








i NEW PUBLICATION. 


We have received the first number of a work entitled ‘ The 
New Jerusalem Missionary and Intellec.i:al Repository,” priut- 
ed in New-York, the object of which is to disseminate the doc- 
trines contained in the writings of “* Emanuel Swedenborg.” 
Like those writings, it is fraught with mystery calculated to 
bewilder effeminate minds, and feast the imagination with 
visionary dreams, or else to fill the seul with spiritual 
pride: but which, in other respects, may, perhaps, be perfect- 
ly harmless. Some parts, however, seem to be aiming at a 
deception altogether unjustifiable; viz. inserting quotations, 
as from the Scriptures, with an obvious design to build up a 
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‘590 Creed Making. 


darling tenet, that are no where to be found in the Bible. On 


* page 8, we notice the following, ** No man hath seen God at 


any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Fother, he hath manifesied him.” Jesus Curist, therefore, 
being the manifested Jehovah, is the only proper object of wor- 
ship for angels and men. ‘ 'To Him every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that He is God.” As we have -com- 
plied with the request, to exchange the-Magazine for the above 
work, we take the liberty to ask the Editor the following 
questions, 

1. Where, Sir, did you find the latter of the above quota- 
tions? 

2. Did you not intend that your readers should understand 
it to be a quotation from Scripture? 

3. If so, did you not mean to deceive them ? 


N. B. An answer to the above questions will be expected. 








CREED MAKING. 


We published in our last, extracts from a creed designed 
for Quakers; but which (to their honor let it be spoken) was 
no sooner proposed to the gencral meeting of Friends, than it 
was rejected. A similar attempt, it seems, has been got up 
among the Congregational Ministers in New England; and 
which met with a similar fate. We sincerely hope that this 
example will be followed, by every general body of professed 


Christians, in thus meeting every attempt at creed making in 


future. The New Testament should be the only written 
creed adopted by Christians; or else such a clear, plain and 
explicit abstract from it, that each and every person believing 
in the New Testament could conscienciously subscribe there- 
unto. The following was handed to us, cut out of a Boston 
paper. 


Boston, May 29. 

“We understand that the Convention of Congregational 
Ministers, met yesterday at the Court House, for the purpose 
of hearing and disposing of the Report of the Committee on the 
question: § What constitutes a Church of Christ, with which 
Christians may hold communion, and be warranted in ac- 
knowledging as such? The Report being read by the Chair- 
man, a motion was made that it be printed. and sent to the 
diferent Ciergymen throughout the State—negatived ; ano- 
ther motion was made for its indefinite postponement—nega- 
tived; some other motions were made, with the like success; 
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when finally a motion prevailed, by a considerable majority, 
for dismissing the subject altogether.” 

These things augur well. ‘They show that liberal senti- 
ments are prevailing, and will prevail, in spite of all that can 
be done, by a bigoted few, to prevent it. 








NEW CHURCH. 


For the gratification of our friends abroad, we inform them 
that a House for the public worship of Almighty God will be 
, erected in this city, the ensuing summer, to be designated by 
the name of “ The First Universalist Church.” ‘lhe house 
will be erected on the south side of the Court House square, 
to be built of brick, proportion 70 feet by 60; and it is expect- 
ed that the house will be completed. by the first of December 
next.— Hartford, Conn. Religious Inquirer. 








ANOTHER CHURCH. 


We announce with much satisfaction, for the information of 
our friends in distant towns, that a Second Society is formed 
in this city, and ground purchased for the erection of another 
Church, on the corner of Prince and Orange-streets. It is 
contemplated to build a Church 60 by 70 feet, with a base- 
ment story of eight feet six inches, to be five feet above the 
ground, for a School, &c. The scite for the building is excel- 
lent, being the highest ground in the city, and will admit of 
windows on all sides of the building. ‘The house, when erect- 
ed, will be bounded as follows: Fronting south, on Prince- 
street; west, on Orange-street; north, by the rear of the lot, 
25 feet; east, by surplus of the lot, 15 feet. The ground mea- 
suring 75 feet on Prince-street, and 100 on Orange-street.— 
MM. ¥. Gospel Herald. 
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INSTALLATION. 


On Wednesday April 30, Br. Thomas Whittemore was pub- 
licly Installed as the Pastor of the “ First Universalist So- 
ciety, in Cambridge.” 

. Introductory Prayer, Br. H. H. Winchester. 

Sermon, Br. J. Bisbe, Jr. from Mat. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. It 
was ingenious, pertinent and impressive. 

Installing Prayer, Br. H. Ballou. 

Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, Br. Thomas Jones. 

Right Hand of Fellowship, Br. H. Ballou, 2d. ao 

Concluding Prayer and Benediction, Br. ‘Thomas Whitte- 
more. 
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The services were rendered highly solemn and joyful by the 
performance of the choir, which manifested their knowledge of 
the science and taste in the selection of music. A numerous 
assembly attended, and evinced their approbation by their 
attention. May the Lord crown these exercises with abundant 
SUCCESS. 








DEDICATION AND INSTALLATION. 


The new and elegantly finished Meeting House, erected for 
the Central Society of Universalists, at the corner of Bulfinch- 
street and Bulfinch Place, was dedicated to the service of the 
Most High, on Wednesday afternoon. ‘The services were as 
follows, viz. 

Lessons from the Scriptures. : 

Introductory Prayer, by Br. Streeter of Portsmouth. 

Dedicatory Prayer, by Br. Mitchell of New-York. 

Dedicatory Address by Br. Dean. 

The Concluding Prayer by Br. Winchester of Vermont. 

Benediction by Br. Dean. 

In the afternoon, Br. Paul Dean was installed Pastor over 
the Society hereafter to worship in this house, incorporated as 
the Central Society of Caiversalists in Boston. Exercises as 
follows, viz.— 

Lessons from the Scriptures. 

Introductory Prayer, by Br. Wood, of Shrewsbury. 

Installation Sermon, by Br. Mitchell, of New-York. 

Installation Prayer, by Br. Streeter, of Portsmouth. | 

Delivery of the Charge and Address to the Society, by Br: 
Turner, of Charlestown. 

Right hand of Fellowship, by Br. Streeter, of Portsmouth. 

Concluding Prayer, by Br. Streeter, of Salem, and Benedic- 


tion by Br. Dean. 


The Exercises, throughout the day, were appropriate, and 

marked with religious solemnity. The Installation Sermon, 
by Br. Mitchell, was an able and argumentive discourse, and 
delivered in that style of energetic eloquence for which the 
speaker is particularly distinguished. Several select pieces 
of music were performed by the Choir between the various 
exercises, ina masterly style.—Bost. Pap. 








DEDICATION, 


The new Meeting house in Medway, Mass. built and owned 
principally by Universalists, was solemnly consecrated to the 
worship .of Almighty God, on the 29th ultimo. 

Order of public service: 


> 
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Brother J acob Frieze, of Milford, read a selection of scrip- 
tures appropriate to the occasion, and made the introductory 
prayer. 

Br. Thomas Whittemore, of Cambridgeport, made the con- 
secrating prayer. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, delivered the Sermon, and 
made the concluding prayer. 

It is expected that our beloved brother, Adin Ballou, will 
supply that desk part of the time in future. May it please our 
merciful Father in heaven to prosper the cause of truth in that 
and all other places, to the honor of the Redeemer’s name. . 








ORDINATION. 
On Wednesday, the 21st inst. Br. Benjamin Whittemore was 


ordained to the Pastoral care of the Universalist Society in 


Scituate, Mass. The public services, on this occasion, were 
performed as follows : 

Introductory Prayer, by Br. Thomas Whittemore of Cam- 
bridge. 

Sermon, by Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston: Text, 2 Tim. ii. 
23, 24, 25, * But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, know- 
ing that they do gender strifes. And the servant of the Lord 
must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, pa- 
tient; in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves.” 

Ordaining Prayer, by Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. of Roxbury. 

Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge by Br. Seth Stetson, 
of Plymouth. é 

Right Hand of Fellowship, by Br. Thomas Whittemore. 

Concluding Prayer, by Br. William Moore, of Shirley, Mass. 

The day was uncommonly fine; and a crowded audience 
manifested, by its fixed attention, a deep interest in the solem- 


nities. 








THE PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Having laboured four years successively as an editor, and 
for two years past been arduously engaged in revising and 
publishing a new edition of Griesbach, together with a new 
translation of the New Testament, my health has become so 
much impaired that a relaxation from those intense studies, and 
such close application to reading, is now thought to be indis- 

ensable to the preservation of healt, if not to the prolonga- 
tion of life. It is therefore proposed to suspend the further 
ublication of this Magazine until the first of January, 1824. 
But if we are fortunate in collecting in the amount of subscrip- 
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tions which now remain unpaid, and if sufficient encourage- 
ment should be given for its further continuance, the work will 
be then resumed in some form or other. It has been suggest- 
ed by some, in whose opinions we rather coincide, that as the 
general sentiment for which we contend is now become well 
established in this city, and as the doctrine has been pretty 
fully discussed in the Christian Messenger, (which may yet 
be obthined by those who wish for them, the two volumes bound 
in one,) and also in the first and second volume of the Phila- 
delphia Universalist Magazine, (with which new subscribers 
can be furnished, bound, at a very moderate price,) it would 
be more conducive to the general interest, and the work would 
become more extensively useful, if it were to be published as 
a weekly newspaper, embracing the most important foreign 
and domestic news of the cur rent time; also advertisements, 
(especially of a literary or religious nature,) new discoveries, 
public improvements, and every thing of an interesting and 
general nature: and at the same time have a large proportion 
of the work appropriated for religious discussion and other 
matters connected with our main object; that is, the dissemi- 
nation of moral and religious truth. Such a work, it is 
thought, would be more interesting for the time being; and, 
though it might be preserved, it would not be a matter of so very 
great importance whether it should be preserved or not, more 
than other newspapers, as it would be a living work, to take 
notice of every thing in the religious world as it passes, and 
thus become a constant monitor of the times. ‘These hints are 
flung out in order to prepare the public mind for the reception 
of th@prospectus which will be issued in due time, and also to 
feel the public pulse alittle, as well as to see whether such a 
work would meet the approbation of our present subscribers. 

i cannot take leave of this volume without congratulating 
myself, as well as the friends of truth, on the abundant suc- 
cess with which our labours have been crowned: as they have 
been blest, beyond our most sanguine expectations, to the 
dissemination of gospel light; and the visible effects which 
that light has produced, are too important to be passed over 
without notice. ; 

At the time of the commencement of the public labours of the 
Kditor of this Magazine in this city, when he delivered his 
Lectures which are in print, the doctrine and system of Uni- 
versal Benevolence, as therein taught, and as has been since 
that period, and is still inculcated, was but very little known 
here, even among the brethren themselves. ‘The Univer- 
salism: which was in this city at that time, and with a few ex- 
ceptions, all that had ever been known here, up to that period, 
was founded either on the system of ** Relly’s Union,” as it 
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was formerly taught, by that venerable friend to truth, John 
Murray ; or else on the system of Dr. Chauncey, as taught by 
that able advocate, Elhanan Winchester. Both of which 
systems (it is acknowledged) arrive ultimately at what we con- 
ceive to be the truth, namely the salvation of all men; but in 
a way not at all admissible (as we conceive) or reconcilable 
with either Scripture or reason. A large proportion of the 
Jate writings on this subject did not then exist; others were 
written, but were known only to the writers themselves ; 
while the writings of Mr. Ballou prior to that period, were 
but little known here at that time. In contrasting therefore 
that with the present period, the change is not only great, but 
is also gratifying to our feelings. We do not speak of these 
things by way of boasting, but we should be ungrateful, yea, 
it is impossible to let them pass witout notice. It is presumed 
that there never was a more complete revolution formed in re- 
ligious sentiments with so little noise and dist:rbance in so 
short a period. At the same time the cause is still increasing, 
and perhaps never has been at any period in a mere prosper- 
ous state. 

About the same time that I commenced my Lectures in this 
city, which are published, brother Hosea Ballou commenced a 
course of Lectures in Boston, twenty-six of which have been 
published in one volume, besides several which have been 
printed since that volume was complete. This was done with- 
out any previous knowledge or concert between him and me. 
Also about the same time, or a little before the Christian Mes- 
senger was commenced here (which was not commenced by nie) 
a similar work, the Cniversalist Magazine, was commenced 
in Boston. ‘This was also done without any previous know- 
ledge of each other’s design. The Christian Messenger con- 
tinued only five weeks in the hands of the original proprietor, 
when (finding it was likely to die for the. want of patronage) it 
came into our hands, where it continued till it was superceded 
by the Philadelphia Universalist Magazine. In casting our 
eyes to the North, East and West, the account is equally flat- 
tering, equally exhilarating. A number of attempts had been 
made within twenty years past to support a periodical work 
in favour of Universal Salvation; but never had one succeeded 
long at a time till within about four years. Now, besides the 
two already mentioned, there is one in the city of New-York 
of upwards of three years standing, one in Hartford, Coin. of 
about two years standing, one in Portland, Maine, one in 
Reading, Vt. of three or four years standing each, one in Wa- 
tertown and one in Bufialo, N. Y. which are recent establish- 
ments, but which appear to be well encouraged; and it will 
be perceived by our last number that one is about to he esta- 
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blished at Little Falls, N. Y. Besides the above there are a 
number of others supported by Unitarians, who are liberal in 
their sentiments, and in many respects agree with Univer- 
salists; while but few, if any of them believe in the cruel and 
unmerciful doctrine of endless misery. Within the same period 
of which we are now speaking, there have been more churches 
built by Universalists than were occupied exclusively by them, 
prior to that period, in all the United States; and it is also 
believed that we do not exceed the truth when we say, that the 
number of Universalist preachers in the United States, now, 
is more than double to what it was five years ago, and yet we 
know of none, who are worthy of the name, out of employ. 
These facts must convince every rational and unprejudiced 
mind, that liberal sentiments are fast gaining ground. And 
we anticipate that the time is fast approaching, yea, is not far 
distant, when the doctrine of endless misery will be viewed by 
shristians in general, in the same or similar light as the doc- 
trine of purgatory, or the doctrine of transubstantiation $s now 
viewed by Protestants. Such doctrines will do very well for 
people who have no mind of their own, who put implicit confi- 
dence in their spiritual guides, and who feel perfectly satisfied 
to believe as the Church believes, right or wrong! But blessed 
be-God, the time is come when people in general will think, 
as they must be permitted to think and judge for themselves. 
While we sincerely regret the unhappy division between a 
few of our brethren at the eastward, on the subject of future 
punishment, as it seems to destroy much of that harmony 
wiich has so long, and so happily subsisted among them; yet, 
it is our opinion that much good will eventually grow out of 
this difference of sentiment; since it has led to the discussion 
of that important subject more fully than what had ever been 
before done; and hence the ground on which the argument 
rests, on both sides of the question, is now more clearly seen. 
We have no fears of the result of such a discussion. Let the 
advocates of future punishment muster every argument they 
can in its support: but let them found their arguments on 
scripture testimony, and not bring them from the vague no- 
tions of the heathen: and unless we can show their futility we 
will submit to the truth of the doctrine. With these views, 
and with feelings and sentiments of the most tender regard, I 
must now take leave, for the present, of my friends and pa- 
trons; solemnly declaring before God, that, however I may 
have been mistaken in some things, (and if so, let the errors 
be pointed out, and they shall be acknowledged,) yet, to dis- 
seminate moral and religious truth has ever been the main and 


ultimate object of their and the public’s humble servant, 
THE EDITOR. 
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